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LET’S 
MAKE 
A 
START 

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON WORSHIP 



What Is Worship? 
 
Worship is such a broad topic.  It’s as BIG as life 
itself.  It touches every area of human existence.  It 
defines who we are.   
 
We become WHO we worship.  It’s not 
just the name of a church service that happens on 
Sunday mornings.  It’s more than singing songs to 
GOD.  Worship is for GOD. Worship is not for US. 
 
WORSHIP IS A WAY OF LIFE.  Worship is 
an attitude of heart.  Worship is a life given to serving 
GOD.  Worship is a heart given to loving the ONE 
who gave everything for us… the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
So what do we do on Sunday mornings?  Is it a sing-
a-long time?  Emotional catharsis?  Worship?  Praise 
music?  What is it?  Let me introduce an idea to 
you…. 
 

CORPORATE Worship is… 

prayer set to music. 



Don’t believe me?  Look at the Psalms.  What do you 

see?   

…A collection of prayers 
 
David writes… 
 
My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in 
the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will 
look up. (Psalm 5:3 KJV)  A prayer set to music. 
 
David writes in Psalm 61 
 
Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer.  From the 
end of the earth I will cry to You,  When my heart is 
overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher than 
I.  (Psalm 61:1,2 NKJV).  A prayer set to music. 
 
Paul encourages us to make melody in our hearts to 
the Lord.  He also tells us to speak to each other in 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. (Ephesians 5:19)  
What does this mean?  It means that the 
language of the believer is the language of praise. 
 
FAQ:  DOES YOUR CHURCH 

HAVE A PRAYER? 



 
Every church has a prayer.  A corporate cry that 
expresses the passion of the community.  The 
challenge for leaders is to understand what that 
prayer is and to explore ways to facilitate and 
encourage the expression of that prayer. 
 
What is the corporate cry of your church? 

• Prayer Of Healing 
• Prayer Of Salvation 
• Prayer Of Reconciliation 
• Prayer Of Restoration 
• Prayer Of Justice 
• Prayer Of Deliverance 
• Prayer Of Comfort 
• Prayer Of Intercession 

 
Music is one means of expression.  Mission is another 
means of expression.  
 
Music and mission go hand in hand.  
 
Music underscores and gives voice to the prayer 
that intercedes for the mission.   Mission gives 
direction and focus to the heart felt cry of music. 
 



TASK:  Write down the prayer of your church 
(SPACE PROVIDED): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I think that of all the diseases in the 
world, the disease that all humankind 
suffers from, the disease that is most 
devastating to us is not AIDS, it's not 
gluttony, it's not cancer, it's not any of 
those things. It is the disease that 
comes about because we live in 
ignorance of the wealth of love that 
GOD has for us -  

Rich Mullins 
 



KEY HEBREW WORDS FOR WORSHIP 

 
YADAH – to give thanks with hands lifted up 
 
 
TEHILLAH – to sing spontaneously from your 
heart directly to GOD 
 
 
BARAK – to kneel in adoration 
 
 
HALAL – to wildly boast or rave about GOD 
 
 
TODAH – TO THANK GOD WITH AN ATTITUDE OF 
ADORATION WITH HANDS LIFTED UP 
 
 
ZAMAR – To sing with musical instruments 
 
 
SHABACH – To shout praises to GOD loudly 
with your whole being 



VALUES IN CORPORATE WORSHIP 
 
1.  Worship is biblical  
 
− The Bible tells us who we worship… GOD. 

(John 4:24) 
− The Bible tells us how we worship… with 

hands lifted, bowed down, etc.  (READ 
PSALMS)   

− The Bible tells us when we worship… in 
everything give thanks. (1 Thessolonians 5:18) 

  

Man’s Natural Bent Is  
To Make GOD In My Image 

 
People say… I want a GOD I can relate to, that I 
understand.  I don’t like the idea of a GOD who is 
beyond my ability to understand Him, to fully 
comprehend Him.  So, I (people) dumb GOD 
down to my level.  I (people) dumb GOD down to 
fit into my life experience.  That is why the GOD 
many of us worship is too small to help us deal with 
every day life.  That is why the GOD we worship 



can’t heal or do miracles.  That is why we are 
surprised when He does. 
 

Is your GOD 
too SMALL? 

 
QUOTE: The Bible is not a book for the faint of 
heart - it is a book full of all the greed and glory and 
violence and tenderness and sex and betrayal that 
benefits mankind. It is not the collection of pretty little 
anecdotes mouthed by pious little church mice -- it 
does not so much nibble at our shoe leathers as it 
cuts to the heart and splits the marrow from the bone. 
It does not give us answers fitted to our small-minded 
questions, but truth that goes beyond what we even 
know to ask. – RICH MULLINS 
 
The Bible leads us to…. 

WONDER 

Habakuk 1:5 



Sometimes it’s easy to forget such a simple truth but 
wonder can only happen when we recognize… 

 
GOD  
IS  

GOD 
 
 
 

I AM NOT 



PRINCIPLE:  The Bible Tells Us what is Really 
Real.  We Align Ourselves to the Bible’s Reality.  We 

Don’t Make the Bible fit into our Reality. 
 

Q & A:  Excuse me… but aren’t you royalty? 
1 Peter 2:9 

 
2. Worship is Conversational 
 
Do you believe GOD speaks?  Do you believe GOD 
hears?  It’s easier for us to believe that GOD hears, 
but difficult to believe He speaks.  Why?  Because we 
don’t hear His voice… audibly.  Yes, we have His 
Word… the Bible.  We have sermons from preachers 
that tell us they hear GOD speak to them.  But what 
about you and me?  Jesus said my sheep hear 
my voice (John 10:27).  Do you?   
 

Have you ever thought 
about setting aside time 
to listen? 
 



When we do listen, we discover that He speaks in a 
variety of ways.  He speaks through the still small 
voice in our hearts (1 Kings 19:12).  He speaks 
through unexpected thoughts and impressions.  He 
speaks through pictures in our mind called visions. 
Worship is a dialogue between GOD and man.  
We sing and respond to GOD’s Word, but we also 
listen for GOD’s response to our worship.  However 
He speaks to you… learn to listen.   
 
I will hear what the Lord God will speak (Psalm 85:8) 
 
TO DO LIST:   
 
• Create a sacred space… a place and time to hear. 
• Buy a journal. 
• Buy a One Year Bible and read it daily.  Focus on 

a verse that speaks to you. 
• Write what you believe GOD is speaking to you 

through this verse.  LEARN THE ART OF 
REFLECTION. 

• Create your own book of ACTS.  Write down one 
thing you can do that day to demonstrate love for 
GOD – a practical application of the verse. 

 
What does this have to do with worship?  Do it and 
find out! 



3.  Worship is Relational 
 
Author and speaker Ken Blue defines worship as … 
 
 
Loving GOD in each other’s 
presence and loving each other in 
GOD’s presence – Ken Blue   
 
 
I love that definition.  It paints a picture of the 
community of GOD.  Worship isn’t done in a vacuum.  
It is directed TO someone and it is done in concert 

WITH a community.  We worship the ONE 
TRUE GOD alone.  On a mystical level we are 

united with the community of faith – THE BODY 
OF CHRIST.  On a practical level we have 

relationship with a LOCAL CHURCH or 
fellowship of believers.  In our journey through this 
life, we intersect with GOD and with each other at the 
foot of the cross and it is at this point of intersection 
that WORSHIP is most beautifully expressed 
and fully enjoyed. (Galatians 6:14) 



 

 
"To worship is to experience reality, to 
touch life. It is to know, to feel, to 
experience the resurrected Christ in the 
midst of the gathered community. It is 
breaking into the shekinah (glory) of 
GOD, or better yet, being invaded by the 
shekinah of GOD." – Richard Foster 
 
 
This hunger… this thirst… this craving of the 
soul for connection and meaning is satisfied 
as we encounter Christ and each other at the 
cross. 
 
CROSS CONNECTING POINTS IN 
WORSHIP… 

 
Vertical Connection ⇒ GOD 

Horizontal Connection ⇒ OTHERS 



 
 
23 But the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the true 
worshippers will worship 
the Father in spirit and 
truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship 
Him. 24 GOD is Spirit, and 
those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 

   John 4:23-24 



4.  Worship is Spiritual 
 
In John 4, Jesus told the woman at the well that GOD 
is looking for worshippers who worship in Spirit and 
Truth. (John 4:24)  What does it mean to worship in 
Spirit?  Does it mean to worship with a lot of 
exuberance?  Does it mean that worship can be “of 
the flesh?”   
 
To understand this statement you need to look at 
John 3.  Jesus is talking to Rabbi Nick.  He tells Him 
that what is born of Spirit is Spirit and what is born of 
flesh is flesh (John 3:6).  He tells Rabbi Nick that you 
need to be born again. (John 3:3)   
 
This is what Jesus means when He says that GOD is 
looking for worshippers who worship in Spirit.  It 
doesn’t mean that God is looking for excited 
worshippers… although He is.  It doesn’t mean that 
you can worship in “unspiritual” or “carnal” ways… 
although you can.  What it means is that worship is 
the natural response that arises from someone who 
has been born again. 
 
There are a lot of worshippers.  Sun Worshippers, 
Lifestyle Worshippers, Pleasure Worshippers, Self 
Worshippers, Idol Worshippers… but GOD is looking 



for one kind of worshipper.  The one who is BORN 
OF THE SPIRIT. 
 

TRUTH:  If you want to be a 
worshipper of GOD you must 
be BORN AGAIN. 
 
5.  Worship is Trinitarian 
 
The trinity is one of the most fundamental doctrines of 
the Christian faith.  You cannot have Christian 
worship without Trinitarian worship.  The apostle Paul 
refers to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of GOD and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (2 
Corinthians 13:14).  Jesus commanded us to baptize 
in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
(Matthew 28:19).  The hymn writers declare in their 
timeless song entitled “Holy, Holy, Holy” the simple 
truth of GOD in three person, blessed Trinity.  
 
Can we be honest for a second?  Does anyone know 
how the Trinity works?  Sunday school teachers have 
come up with some pretty classic explanations for the 
Trinity.  I laugh every time I read these explanations.  
Here’s what I’ve been told… 



EGG = GOD 
 

Egg Yolk is Father   
(because it’s where all the DNA is stored) 
Egg White is Spirit  
(because it’s clear and invisible) 
Shell is Jesus 
(because we see the shell) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Or maybe you’re heard this model… 



WATER = GOD 
 

Ice is Jesus  
(because it’s the solid form of water) 
Liquid is Spirit  
(because water is a symbol of the Holy Spirit) 
Steam is Father  
(because steam resembles a cloud which is 
how GOD led the children of Israel in the 
desert) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And my personal favorite… 



CHORD = GOD 
 
A musical chord is made up of three distinct notes… 

 
The Tonic = The Father 
(because He’s number one) 
The Third = The Son 
(because He’s number two) 
The Fifth = The Spirit 
(because He’s number three – Father, Son 
then Holy Spirit) 

 
Each note has a distinct personality and tone and can 
exist individually and separately without losing it’s 
tonal quality.  However, all three come together to 
form ONE CHORD = GOD. 
 
This one wins the prize for coming the closest to 
describing the indescribable. 
 
BUT NONE OF THESE EXPLANATIONS 
REALLY DO IT FOR ME.  DO THEY DO IT 
FOR YOU?  I HAVE ANOTHER VIEW…  
 

How about this idea…  
Ready? 



MYSTERY.  
 
I remember watching my mom read Agatha Christie 
mystery novels when I was growing up in Beaufort, 
South Carolina.  This isn’t what I’m talking about here.  
In our minds mystery is something that is associated 
with fear and danger.  But, I love the concept of 
mystery.  It means that I don’t have to figure out how 
everything works in order to believe.  My brain is too 
small to understand the nature of GOD.  I don’t have 
the capacity to comprehend it.  I won’t be able to 
understand how GOD is put together until I see Him 
face to face.  Until that time I live with…  
 

MYSTERY and WONDER.   
 
The Bible refers to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit – 
but it doesn’t tell me how it works (1 Timothy 3:16).  It 
leaves room for discovery and contemplation. 
 
That makes me an explorer.  My joy in life is… 
• To explore… the depths of GOD’s character 
• To discover… the other-than-ness of His 

nature 
• To encounter… the vastness of His love 
• To uncover… the treasures in His promises 



 

 
 
 
"For who has known the 
mind of the LORD? Or 
who has become His 
counselor?"  

– Romans 11:34  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FILTER:  Biblical Worship is directed to GOD the 
Father, GOD the Son and GOD the Holy Spirit. 



6.  Worship is beyond culture 
 
Worship reflects culture, but it is not bound by culture.  
The way we speak, the language we use, the 
melodies we sing, the rhythms we use… all reflect the 
culture we live in.  Not all forms of music are 
compatible with worship expression on a corporate 
level.  Some forms of music are better used in 
evangelism.  Some lyrical approaches are better used 
as personal and artistic forms of reflection or 
expression.  Some melodies are best suited to display 
the talent of a well-trained vocalist.  The goal of the 
worship song isn’t to follow every trend or style that 
emerges within a society, but to find the expression 
that best captures the sung prayer of the community. 
 
DON’T LIMIT YOURSELF… 

worship is not bound by culture 
 
7.  Worship is responsive to revelation 
 
It reveals Christ.  Isaiah had a vision of heavenly 
worship.  Isaiah 6 tells us that he saw the Lord.  He 
heard the angels cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord 
GOD Almighty.”  He felt the temple shake at the 
sound of their voices.  He saw the heavenly 
creatures… the seraphim with six wings crying out, 



“The whole earth is full of His glory.”  This encounter 
with heavenly worship ALTARED Him and he 
responds with the confession of his own wickedness 
in the sight of this holy revelation.  Have you been 
altared by your encounter with the KING. 
 
Worship isn’t about SELF expression or 
musicianship.  Worship isn’t about having our 
personal needs met as we encounter GOD’s 
presence.  It isn’t about what I get out of it.  Worship 
is about seeing the KING and responding 

appropriately.  It is revelation and 

response.  GOD reveals Himself and we 
respond.  What is the appropriate response to 
seeing the KING?  Let’s look at Isaiah’s response… 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN – Isaiah 6:5  
“I am a man of unclean lips” 
 
IDENTIFICATION WITH BROKEN 
HUMANITY – Isaiah 6:5 
“I dwell amongst a people of unclean lips” 
 
COMMISSION TO SERVE – Isaiah 6:8 
“Here am I, send me” 



 
 
“ Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD of hosts; The whole 
earth is full of His glory!” 

Isaiah 6:3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q & A:  Do you see the King? 



Alive with supernatural 
music and vibrant with the 
sights and sounds of pure 
and total devotion, heaven's 
preoccupation has always 
been and ever will be the 
greatness and glory of the 
living GOD.  When His 
kingdom comes and His will 
is done on earth as it is in 
heaven, it will begin with an 
invasion of worship 
heaven's highest activity.  

– Graham Kendrick 



8.  Worship is personal 
 
Jesus said to the Pharisees, if the people don’t praise 
Him the rocks will cry out (Luke 19:40)…  but the 
people will miss out. No one can worship GOD for 
you.  It’s an activity you must enter into yourself.   
This is one of the non-negotiable truths of the Bible… 
all created beings will worship GOD.  Some will 
worship GOD willingly in this age.  Some will worship 
GOD forcibly in defeat in the age to come.  But every 
knee will bow and every tongue will confess that 
Jesus is Lord.  
 
I can’t make anyone worship.  I can’t lead anyone in 
worship.  All I can do is point the way to Jesus… to  
model for others what it looks like to be totally in love 
with Jesus.  All I can do is intercede, to pray for, to cry 
out for GOD to reveal Himself to the gathered 
community and watch what happens when others 
SEE THE KING.   
 
Can I just say that there is something so attractive 
about two people who are in love.  It just captures 
your attention and arouses your desire to be just like 
them… in love.  It’s the same for unbelievers when 
they walk into a room full of people who are in love 
with Jesus and with each other.  It is this contagious 
expression of love that draws in the broken, the 



lonely, the lost and the forgotten.  It is this contagious 
expression of love that brought you and I to the point 
of giving our lives to the Savior.  This is the HEART 
OF WORSHIP. 
 
 
"GOD’s goal is not to make sure you’re happy. Life is 
not about your being comfortable, happy, successful 
and pain free. It is about becoming the man GOD has 
called you to be. Life is not about you. It’s about GOD. 
He doesn’t exist to make us happy. We exist to bring 
Him glory."  Chuck Swindoll 
 
 
FREEDOM… So many leaders are looking for 
a place where they can be FREE to be themselves.  
Even the Bible agrees with this desire… right?  Whom 
the Son sets FREE is F-R-E-E indeed?  
 
PROBLEM: 
   

I don’t think  
this verse says  

what you think  
it says. 



FREEDOM isn’t the ability to do whatever you think 
and dream.  It isn’t the ability to express your-
SELF however you want and for your friends and 
co-workers to say… WE LOVE IT!!! 
 
True FREEDOM is FREEDOM from SELF.  To 
be FREE to meet the needs around you without any 
consideration of SELF.  It’s not SELF expression, 
but GOD revelation through you to those around 
you.  Ego is crucified with Christ and all that is left is 
Christ in us.  Does this mean that I loose my identity?  
Does this mean that I loose my uniqueness?  
Absolutely not!!!  But it does mean that you loose your 
ability to dream small… to live like a slave in your 
Dad’s palace… to cluck with the chickens instead 
of soaring with eagles.  
 
 
 

LEGGO MY EGO 
 

Love is unselfishly choosing for another's highest 
good –  

C.S. Lewis 
 



9.  Worship is ART.    
 
Musical forms of worship are by definition artistic.  
They involve personal musical expression.  If you like 
country western music then your worship will sound 
country.  If you like rock music then your worship will 
sound amazing (I apologize to all the people I may 
have just offended).  I played upright bass in high 
school orchestra and I love all kinds of music.  I even 
played in a country band for a wedding. 
 
HERE”S THE POINT:  Let’s not get hung up on 
this style or that style of music.  We don’t do worship 
in a particular style to be culturally relevant or seeker 
sensitive.  We do it because it relates to us… WE 
LIKE IT.   
 
Last I checked – there are only two categories that 
ART falls under…. GOOD art and BAD art.  Okay… 
maybe three if we include MEDIOCRE art.  And trust 
me… we all know that there is a lot of MEDIOCRE 
art trying to be passed off as WORSHIP.  Some 
even believe the MORE MEDIOCRE the art… the 
COOLER the art.  
 



How many of you have heard folks blame GOD for 
terrible songwriting by saying… Oh, this is something 
the LORD gave to me.  Maybe it’s true… HE gave it 
just to YOU and it wasn’t meant for anyone else to 
hear.  Or what about the worship leader who doesn’t 
have the discipline to really work on his craft and 
passes off a lousy performance by saying… Oh, it’s 
just for the LORD.  Or the sentimental saint that 
preaches that THE BEST HAS ALREADY 
COME.  It’s not more holy because the guy who 
wrote the song is dead.  It just makes it harder for him 
to collect royalties. 
 
Every generation has struggled 
to develop it’s own expression of 
worship to GOD.   
 
With Martin Luther it was converting popular beer 
drinking songs into vehicles of biblical truth.  To 
Martin Luther it made sense.  The public was 
illiterate, but they knew the tunes.  So let’s take 
biblical theology and make it a part of everyday life 
through the song of the people.  
 



Imagine going to church and hearing the band launch 
into a Rolling Stones tune or lay down a fat groove to 
a top 10 hit with lyrics taken right out of King David’s 
liturgy? 
 
I was told by a somewhat forward thinking PASTOR 
to stop playing a particular song because some of the 
folks felt that it reminded them of their B.C. (before 
Christ) days in the bars.  I thought… LUTHER.   
 

Would that  
FREAK YOU OUT?   

 
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO MISSED 
THE SIXTIES…  
 
FREAK OUT:  to react with irrationality or 
extreme emotion; to lose one's composure. 
 
Luther as in Martin Luther… not the Luther that 
sang amazing R&B ballads (he’s also dead).... 
understood the power of song and to this day his 
music continues to impact generations.  Here’s what 
Luther said about music… 



Beautiful music is the art 
of the prophets that can 
calm the agitations of the 
soul; it is one of the most 
magnificent and delightful 
presents GOD has given 
us. –  Martin Luther 
 

FAST FORWARD…  
 
The Jesus People added guitars and drums to the 
worship band and replaced the pipe organ with a 
Hammond B-3.  For those non-rockers in the 
crowd who don’t know what a Hammond B-3 is… 
it’s what you get when you take a pipe organ and give 
it an attitude.   
 
Calvary Chapel was considered a cult because of it’s 
rock and roll worship.  Many churches thought 
the new wave of praise and worship music was 



sacrilegious.  It turned the majestic King into a 
common friend or lover.  In fact, some churches still 
believe that it’s wrong to sing “love songs” to 
GOD.  They feel that it gives into the cultural view of 
GOD and lacks theological depth.  So… they sing 
novels set to music in order to stimulate the mind.  My 
problem with taking this approach exclusively is that I 
spend so much time pondering the language that I 
have little time to engage the heart and it leaves me 
feeling like I’ve just had a business meeting with 
GOD rather than a heart felt exchange with my 
HEAVENLY FATHER.  I wonder if we would have 
been offended by the casualness of JESUS’ 
relationship with the FATHER?  I wonder if we 
would have joined the ranks of other religious leaders 
who were appalled at the way that JESUS referred 
to the King of the Universe as “ABBA” FATHER 
(not the Swedish singing group).  I am thankful that 
my tradition allows me the freedom to express my 
love to GOD in simple loves songs and allows me 
the freedom to declare the passions of my heart 
through wonderful theologically packed hymns without 
having to choose between the “RIGHT” and 
“WRONG” way to worship. 
 



Today’s generation have their own struggle to find a 
prayer that reflects their culture, their style, their 
values, their friendships, their SOUND.  Just like the 
kids screaming out for ELVIS or the BEATLES or 
U2.  This generation is crying out to God.  Will you 
allow them to find their own unique prayer and 
TRUST that the same SPIRIT that rose you from 
your dead state will BREATHE through them the life 
transforming message of GOD’S LOVE just like 
HE did for YOU? 
 
 And by the way… buy ear plugs. 
 

WHAT WORSHIP WARS 
ARE YOU FIGHTING? 
 
I like to worship by candle light – does that make me 
CATHOLIC? 
 
I like to use art to inspire the imagination to reflect on 
GOD – does that make me EMERGENT? 
 



I like to sing “I love you” to GOD over and over and 
over and over and over again – does that make me 
SHALLOW? 
 
I like to sing hymns that inspire one’s intellect to 
ponder the depth of truth found in the Scriptures – 
does that make me DEEP? 
 
We like to dance and express our love for GOD 
physically – does that make me PENTECOSTAL? 
 
Are you still fighting over keyboard versus guitar led 
worship?  Can we just settle this issue once and for 
all?  Everyone knows that guitar players are way 
COOLER than keyboard players… unless you’re a 
keyboard player in which case keyboard players are 
way COOLER than guitar players.  Unless you’re a 
guitar player… and around it goes.  But no one is 
more COOLER than the lady that prepares the killer 
buffet for the green room on Sunday mornings!!!  Now 
can we just get back to worship? 
 
What if we could look at each other and simply see 
one label…. CHRISTIAN?   
 
What if we could define worship the way Jesus 
defines worship… that which is born of the SPIRIT 



and flows from a life that is authentically TRUE -- ie. 
FULLY in love with Jesus? 
 
10.  Worship is experiential.   
 
I know what you’re thinking.  I’ve read your blogs.  I’ve 
seen the articles.  You’re saying to yourself… he’s not 
pushing experiential worship is he?  There goes the 
neighborhood. 
  
OK… take a deep breath and refer back to the 
definition for FREAK OUT and let’s take a moment 
to unpack the evangelical distrust of the word – 
EXPERIENTIAL.  It’s not a new concept.  Robert 
Webber introduced the idea in his foundational book 
on worship entitled… WORSHIP IS A VERB.  
Worship is not an intellectual exercise or some mental 
ascent.  It is something that is done.   
 

WORSHIP… 
IS EXPERIENCED 

 
By saying that you are against EXPERIENTIAL 
worship are you saying that you are against 
EXPERIENCING worship? 
 



Is singing an EXPERIENCE?  Doesn’t it involve the 
use of breath, vocal chords, diaphragms, etc?  
Doesn’t that constitute an EXPERIENCE? 
 
Is looking at the words on a screen or reading them 
from a book an EXPERIENCE? Doesn’t it involve 
the use of the eyes and cognitive processes of the 
brain? I will concede that in some churches it’s more 
of an EXPERIENCE than others. 
 
Is standing in a room and feeling the temperature on 
your skin – too hot or too cold an EXPERIENCE? 
 
Is the mood of the lighting an EXPERIENCE? 
 
What part of worship is not EXPERIENTIAL in 
nature?  What part of worship doesn’t involve the five 
senses?  The TASTE of communion, the SOUND 
of music, the SIGHT of the words, the TOUCH of 
another human being as you greet one another, the 
SMELL of perfume coming from the lady with 
perfectly applied make up sitting in the row behind 
you.  It all comes together to form an 
EXPERIENCE for everyone who walks into the 
sanctuary… the public meeting place between GOD 
and man.   



 
 
"Truth without emotion produces dead 
orthodoxy and a church full (or half-full) 
of artificial admirers (like people who 
write generic anniversary cards for a 
living). On the other hand, emotion 
without truth produces empty frenzy and 
cultivates shallow people who refuse the 
discipline of rigorous thought. But true 
worship comes from people who are 
deeply emotional and who love deep 
and sound doctrine. Strong affections 
for GOD rooted in truth are the bone 
and marrow of biblical worship."  

John Piper 
 



Maybe it’s the feeling part – maybe you’re afraid to 
feel?  Maybe you’re afraid to EXPERIENCE 
emotion.  My mom used to hate to go to church 
because every time she would hear GOD’S people 
converse with their ABBA FATHER through song 
she would start to cry.  It touched her deeply and she 
didn’t understand that GOD was in fact drawing her 
to HIMSELF. 
 
Maybe you’ve been in church communities that have 
become transformed into carnival FREAK shows 
when the band starts to play – much like an out of 
control DOORS concert?  Frankly, I would be 
nervous around that environment too.  In fact, we had 
to stop going to some churches because we could no 
longer explain to our children why the “worshippers” 
were acting in such strange ways.  I was at a 
communion service at a fairly conservative church 
where the pastor spoke with such contrived pathos 
that my son leaned forward and asked…  
 
IS THAT MAN OKAY?  WHY IS HE 
TALKING SO FUNNY?   
 
I wonder what would happen if we really asked these 
kinds of questions?  Would people start acting 
normal?  What if we all started laughing hysterically at 



the people who blamed the SPIRIT for their crazy 
behavior?  Would they be delivered from the spirit of 
weirdness?  Maybe they would discover that they are 
loved and accepted just the way they are.  Maybe 
they’d find that they don’t have to fake hyper-
spirituality or give in to “Holy Spirit” induced trances to 
find significance in the Body of Christ. 
 
I admit that I’ve seen a lot of crazy things done in the 
name of the SPIRIT.  But I’m not ready to reject the 
EXPERIENTIAL nature of worship because the 
Bible tells me so. 
 
 
 
 

QUOTE:  WORSHIP 
involves the TOTAL 
BEING in order to be 
TOTALLY  

AUTHENTIC 



IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME…. 
Greek words for worship 

 
 
Proskuneo – to turn towards to kiss 
 
 
Sebomai – to adore, to revere 
 
 
Sebazomai – to honor, to serve 
 
 
Latreuo – to serve, to do acts of service 
 
 
Eusebeo – to act in a pious manner, to show 
respect, 



QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO STRUGGLE 
THROUGH IN DEVELOPING YOUR 
THEOLOGY…. 
 
What are your key scriptural references for worship? 
 
What do you believe the Bible teaches about 
worship? 
 
What are the biblical words for worship? 
 
What are your values for worship? 
 
What principles guide your decision making? 
 
What are your non-negotiable ACTIONS in worship? 
 
TASK:  PLAN A GET AWAY… 
 
No Phones… No Computers (unless it’s loaded with 
LOGOS Bible Software)… No Email… No 
Television… No Radio… Take Bible… Paper And 
Pencil… GOD and YOU. 
 

 



 
 
AND WRITE WHAT GOD 
SPEAKS TO YOU ABOUT 
WORSHIP…. 
 
 
Worship is [fill in the blank]



FINDING 
MY 
PLACE  
IN  
THIS 
WORLD 

ROLE OF THE WORSHIP LEADER 



 
 
 
 
"The only music minister to whom 
the Lord will say, "Well done, thy 
good and faithful servant," is the 
one whose life proves what their 
lyrics are saying, and to whom 
music is the least important part of 
their life. Glorifying the only worthy 
One has to be a minister's most 
important goal!"  

– Keith Green



Have you ever asked the question where do 
WORSHIP LEADERS fit in the Bible?   

 
Inquiring minds want to know… 
 
• Are they New Testament examples of Old 

Testament Levites?   
• Do we have a biblical model for worship leading?   
 
These are difficult questions especially in light of the 
fact that the way we do church is really a modern 
cultural invention.  Sorry to offend all you purists who 
spend hours trying to find biblical support for non-
profit organizations who are required to have a Board 
of Directors and thus use the Bible to invent terms 
and positions that aren’t really there – such as 
governing elders, board of elders, senior pastor, 
bishop supreme or whatever title makes you feel 
important.   
 
The truth is… the way we do church really isn’t found 
in the Bible.  If we want to get close to how Jesus did 
church, then we really should get back to the way 
Rabbi’s conducted services in the synagogue.  I 
wonder if that was intentional?  As if GOD was saying 
to us that He really meant it when He said all we 
needed to be concerned with was loving GOD and 



loving each other and how we do that practically is 
really up to us. 
 
Regardless of your tradition, we do exist in a church 
culture and every church growth expert will tell you 
that you need three things to succeed in developing a 
healthy church culture (at least in 21st century 
westernized English speaking countries)….  YOU 
NEED… 
 

1) Great Teaching 
2) Great Worship 
3) Great Sunday School 

 
BUT!!!!  Where do you find this in the Bible?  

ANSWER:  YOU WON’T 
 
Does that mean we’re not biblical if we have Sunday 
school, Bible lectures or music?  
  

ANSWER:  NO –  
 
You do need to look at biblical principles that would 
guide your decision making processes as to why you 
have Sunday school, preaching or music and use the 
language of the culture to find a model that works for 



your particular worshipping community.  The same 
applies to the function and role of worship leaders. 
 
In fact, the pastor and WORSHIP LEADER model 
is relatively new as far as church history goes and 
was pioneered by great revivalists and preachers like 
D.L. Moody, Billy Sunday, Charles Finney and many 
others. 
 
One of the struggles I’ve had as a worship leader has 
been over the issue of the legitimacy of worship 
leading as an office or gift.  I’ve been told that GOD 
had called me to be a WORSHIP LEADER, but it’s 
not listed with pastor, teacher, apostle, evangelist OR 
prophet.  I’ve been told that I have a GIFT of worship 
leading, but it’s not listed with the other spiritual gifts.   
 

SO WHERE DO I FIT? 
 
I want to submit a theological paradigm that I believe 
provides a biblical context for the office and function 
of a worship leader.   
 
Ephesians 4:11 tells us, “And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers.”   



Paul is very clear and lists five leadership roles that 
GOD gives to His Church… apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, pastor and teacher. 
 
Paul also writes in 1 Corinthians 12:1, “Now 
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you 
to be ignorant.”  He goes on to write “There are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are 
differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And 
there are diversities of activities, but it is the same 
GOD who works all in all. But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all” (1 
Corinthians 12:4 – 7).   
 
There are three words mentioned as it relates to how 
the gifts of the Spirit function in the church.   
 
They are… 

Diversities of gifts, 
Differences of ministries and  
Diversities of activities.   

 
The original language translates these words…  

Distribution of gifts,  
Implementation of gifts and  
Differences in effect. 

 



 
 
 
 

And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping 
of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ –  

Ephesians 4:11-12 



Somewhere in the middle of the text in Ephesians and 
the text in Corinthians I find the role and function of 
the WORSHIP LEADER – also wrongly referred to 
by people as the GIFT of worship leading. 
 

Here’s the BIG IDEA. 
 
All the GIFTS are from GOD, but each GIFT is 
distributed to individual people according to the need 
of the moment as GOD wills.  As a pastor, I often find 
myself in situations where I need to be supernaturally 
empowered by GOD to do what He has asked me to 
do.  He then distributes or graces me with the right 
tools to get the job done.  This is what is meant by 
distribution of GIFTS. 
 
These same GIFTS are implemented differently 
depending on the unique role of the individual.  The 
senior pastor exercises his GIFTS of teaching 
through public speaking.  The counselor exercises his 
GIFTS of teaching through the application of truth to 
a specific situation.  Both exercise the GIFT of 
teaching, but they are implemented differently 
according to their role. 
 



The same GIFTS working through these different 
people will have different effects or produce different 
results depending on the unique way that GOD uses 
that particular individual.  How often do you hear a 
pastor on the radio and say to yourself… man this 
pastor is an amazing teacher, where does he get this 
stuff?  Contrast with another pastor who may have an 
excellent GIFT of teaching, but doesn’t have the 
same effect as the pastor you’ve heard on the radio.  
It’s the same GIFT of teaching, but a different effect. 
 
This is where I find the role and function of the 
WORSHIP LEADER.  A worship leader is a 
pastor, teacher, prophet, evangelist or apostle who is 
uniquely empowered by GOD to exercise their 
spiritual GIFTS through facilitating SUNG 
PRAYER.  
 
Leading worship is not a musical 
function, but a leadership function.   
 
Your unique function and role will determine the style 
and tone of your worship ministry.  In fact, you can 
discover the primary leadership function of a 
WORSHIP LEADER by the songs that he or she 
selects.   



Let’s explore…. 
 

 
Pastors choose songs that emphasize relationship 
and healing.  Evangelists choose songs that are 
stylistically relevant with simple and easy to 
understand language.  Apostles are concerned for the 
nations and mission.  Teachers are concerned with 

WORSHIP MINISTRY BASED ON ROLE AND FUNCTION 
Gift Quality of Ministry Type Of Songs 
Apostle  Songs that focus on the 

nations, missions, going 
into all the world 

Here I am send me. 
Songs that speak to the 
nations. We’ve a story 
to tell the nations 

Prophet To reveal GOD’s heart.  
Discern the spiritual 
source of something.  To 
call to repentance.  Truth 
at all costs. 

Songs that affirm 
surrender to GOD. 
Songs about turning 
from evil  or false 
worship of idols. 

Evangelism To win unbelievers Culturally relevant 
songs. Words that 
make sense 

Pastoral  Care and healing oriented  Intimate songs. Songs 
that focus on healing or 
GOD’s presence. 

Teaching Correct theology.  
biblically sound. 
Songs that have a 
message. 

Scripture songs or 
Songs that emphasize 
truth. Teachers love 
hymns. 



doctrinal truth and prophets are concerned about 
purity and holiness. 
 
Your theology of worship influences your philosophy 
of ministry as it relates to the function of worship 
leading.  If you view worship as a musical 
function, then you’re concerned about song 
selection and musicality.  If you view worship as a 
programming function, then you’re concerned 
about setting up the message properly or having a 
worship ministry that will build or draw the community.  
If you view worship as a leadership function, 
then you’re concerned about responding to the 
presence of GOD and obedience is the key value.  In 
order to be effective, you need to understand your 
internal views on worship and work to bring them 
theologically in line with the Scriptures.  The journey 
to understanding a biblical view of worship leading is 
to realize that… 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADING IS 
FIRST A SPIRITUAL ACT 



KEY THOUGHT:  Worship is central to the 
human experience.  Every issue of life centers around 
the question…  WHO DO YOU WORSHIP?   
 
Addiction or Life Dominating Sins are fundamentally 
worship issues and often require the renouncing of 
false GODs and the surrender of the will to the living 
GOD.  
 
WORSHIP LEADERS symbolically represent the 
decision to renounce false idols and practically 
facilitate the surrender of the will through the worship 
leading function.  WORSHIP LEADERS embody 
the prayers of the people as they themselves become 
the frontrunners to times of healing, repentance, 
rejoicing or confession.  How does this happen? 
Through the songs that we select as we facilitate 
corporate sung prayer.   
 
Look at the book of Psalms.  It is a collection of what I 
like to call - PRAYER SONGS.  The prayers of 
David and others were set to music and incorporated 
into the WORSHIP LIFE of the nation of Israel.  
They became part of the corporate and private 
expression of worship to GOD. 



FALSE WORSHIP 
 
Word   Definition 
aischrolatry   worship of filth, dirt, or smut 
angelolatry   worship of or belief in angels 
astrolatry   worship of stars 
demonolatry   worship of or devotion to demons 
ecclesiolatry  excessive devotion to church 

tradition and form 
episcopolatry  worship of bishops 
gastrolatry   gluttony; excessive love of food 
gyniolatry  deep respect or devotion for 

women 
heliolatry   sun worship 
hierolatry   worship of saints or sacred things 
hygeiolatry   excessive devotion to health 
iconolatry   image-worship 
idiolatry   self-worship; egotism 
idolatry   worship of idols 
Mariolatry   worship of the virgin mother 
mechanolatry  worship of machines 
pandemonism  worship of spirits dwelling in all 

forms of nature 
parthenolatry  worship of the Virgin Mary 
plutolatry   worship of wealth 
pseudolatry   false worship 
selenolatry   worship of the moon 
zoolatry   excessive devotion to animals 



Using David’s model as a WORSHIP LEADER, I 
facilitate the corporate expression of prayer from the 
congregation to GOD.  It is a relationship based 
ministry where the WORSHIP LEADER is 
providing language through PRAYER SONGS for 
the congregation to relate to GOD.   
 
If worship songs are prayers set 
to music, then the set list is 
equivalent to a list of prayer 
requests. 
 
PRAYER SONGS facilitate corporate repentance 
or confession.  They facilitate corporate thanksgiving 
or adoration. 
 
This has huge implications for me as a WORSHIP 
LEADER.  It means that I need to have my own 
private life of PRAYER.  It also means that I need to 
be in touch with the work of the Spirit within the 
community of believers I’m serving.  In other words… 
 

I can’t fake it.   
 



 

But I will sing of Your 

power; Yes, I will sing 

aloud of Your mercy in the 

morning; For You have 

been my defense and 

refuge in the day of my 

trouble. – 

Psalm 59:16 
 



My relationship or lack of relationship with GOD will 
have a direct influence on my ability to facilitate the 
corporate sung prayer of the congregation.  You can 
worship with a group of well-rehearsed musicians and 
walk away feeling like you’ve never met GOD.  I’m 
reminded of a book title that caught my eye.  It simply 
said… TALENT IS NOT ENOUGH.  It’s true.  
When it comes to worship, talent is not enough.  
Worship is a relational exchange between man and 
GOD as opposed to being a purely musical function.  
People may not be able to put what they feel to 
words, but trust me… they can tell the difference.  
Especially when presented with the AUTHENTIC. 
 
Incidentally, this is the creative impetus behind writing 
new songs of worship.  “PRAYER SONGS” are 
first given to a local congregation for the purpose of 
facilitating the corporate PRAYER life of that 
community.  Sometimes, the “PRAYER SONGS” 
we write inspire other communities and become part 
of a regional or national expression.  That is beyond 
my control.  It’s really a GOD thing.  The 
WORSHIP LEADER’S focus is simply to serve 
the people that show up every week for worship and 
that includes writing songs that best express the cry 



that is in their hearts.  What happens after that is up 
to GOD. 
 
SPONTANAETY IN WORSHIP 
 
Why is spontaneous singing so scary?  If worship is 
relational, then spontaneity is a natural part of the 
worship leading function.  Think of a PRAYER 
group.  Each individual PRAYER influences the 
PRAYERS of the group.  When you are in the midst 
of the worship event, the opening PRAYER of the 
pastor, the Scripture reading, GOD’s leading or the 
message will all influence the PRAYER SONGS 
that I select.  Sometimes this change might happen 
during the worship service after sound checks, set 
revisions and power point.  Sometimes the only song 
that fits is a “new” song that is birthed on the spot.   
 
Let’s look at the SPONTANEOUS Song of Moses 
in Exodus 15:20-21. 
 
Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 
the timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out 
after her with timbrels and with dances.  
 
And Miriam answered them: 



 “Sing to the LORD, 
 For He has triumphed gloriously! 
 The horse and its rider 
 He has thrown into the sea!” 
 
Here we see a biblical example of a song that was 
written – ON THE SPOT – in response to a work of 
GOD.  I wondered if the band had a fit because the 
charts weren’t done!!! 
 
The Story Behind Let It Rise… 
 
That is how Let It Rise was written.  It was a 
spontaneous prayer that captured the cry of our 
hearts at a coffee shop Bible study at Calvary Chapel 
of Pacific Beach.  Here’s the story… 
 
We had been asked to lead worship at the mid-week 
Bible study that was held at a coffee shop located 
right on the boardwalk near the beach.  The place 
was crawling with all kinds of people.  People talking, 
people eating, people buying coffee.  All the elements 
that make for a fantastic time of worship… NOT.  I 
was completely distracted by the amount of activity 
in the room.  Additionally, we had made the decision 
to try out a new drummer and it wasn’t coming 



together the way we had hoped it would.  He basically 
didn’t know any of the songs we had selected. 
 
As the time to start was rapidly approaching, my 
anxiety level began to incrementally grow.  In my 
heart of hearts, I just knew the evening would be a 
disaster.  I cried out to GOD and said to Him… if 
YOUR glory doesn’t fill this place… if YOUR 
presence doesn’t fill this place… then it’s going to be 
a disaster.  Please let YOUR glory fill this place… 
Rise up amongst us and reveal YOUR presence to 
us.  It was really a cry of desperation. 
 
During our time of prayer before the study, I started to 
play three chords over and over again.  When I 
walked to the small stage in the coffee shop, I turned 
to the band and said… play these chords and follow 
me.  As I saw it, we didn’t know any of the songs 
anyway so one more song wouldn’t hurt.  I then 
turned to the mic and began singing the PRAYER 
that was in my heart…. 
 

Let the glory of the LORD rise among us… 
Let the glory of the LORD rise among us… 
Let the praises of the KING rise among us… 
Let it rise… Oh, let it rise… 

 



As those words began to fill the air, something 
amazing happened.  A hush fell on the room and I 
watched person after person stop talking, close their 
eyes and begin singing this song that none of us had 
ever heard before, as if we had all grown up singing it.  
It was unforgettable.  THANK YOU LORD!!! 
 
The rest of the evening was a special time of worship 
as the band all of a sudden began to play like a well-
rehearsed machine.  It was truly a GOD MOMENT. 
 
There is a gospel WORSHIP LEADER by the 
name of WILLIAM MURPHY whose version of Let 
It Rise best captures the original desperate cry of that 
Bible study where the song was born.  It’s featured on 
his recording project entitled “All Day.” 
 
I tell my worship teams, we PLAY FROM THE 
HEART, NOT THE CHART.  This requires 
greater preparation at home on their part.  I 
encourage them to LIVE THE SONGS.  I prepare 
my media team to be ready to go “OFF THE 
PAGE.”  This requires them to pay attention and 
have good tools at their disposal.  Tools that will give 
them the ability to rapidly choose unplanned songs or 
unexpected repeats of verses and choruses.  We’ve 



built a culture with the understanding that our worship 
is RESPONSIVE and not programmatic. 
 
EVERY PICTURE HAS A STORY 

What’s Yours??? 
 
I started leading worship when I was thirteen.  I would 
sit in my room and play worship songs to the LORD 
for hours.  I would SING what was on my heart.  I 
would SING songs from my Young Life Songbook.  I 
didn’t know that GOD was training me to be a 
WORSHIP LEADER.  I just loved to spend time 
with GOD.  It wasn’t until I was sixteen that I led 
worship in front of people.  By that time I had been 
leading worship for three years.… do you get my 
drift?   
I never set out to be a WORSHIP LEADER.  I just 
set out to know and love GOD.  Who I am as a 
WORSHIP LEADER is a natural outgrowth of 
those secluded years.  It’s my happy place. 
 
I encourage YOU (worship leader) to SING your 
PRAYERS during your private devotional times with 
the LORD.  SING Scripture.  Develop a natural 
PRAYER language of SONG.  YOU (worship 



leader) need to have at least 20 or 30 songs at your 
finger tips that you can pray as the Spirit leads.  That 
way when you’re in a congregational setting, you’re 
simply responding as you would in their your times.  
And above all… 
 
BE WHO GOD MADE YOU TO BE 
 
All ministry is incarnational.  What do I mean?  
I’m going to warn you ahead of time… this gets a little 
technical, but stay with me and hopefully you’ll see 
the most amazing truth you’ve ever encountered in 
Scripture. 
 
The word incarnation comes from The Latin 
incarnatio and corresponds to the Greek sarkosis, or 
ensarkosis, which is taken from John 1:14… 
 

"And the Word (GOD) was made 
flesh (JESUS)."   

 
Eternal GOD steps into time… GOD manifested in 
the flesh… GOD walks amongst us and reveals 
Himself to us in the person of JESUS.  That alone is 



pretty amazing.  But wait… there’s more.  Call in 
today and you get this incredible truth FOR FREE!!! 
 
In Colossians 1:27 Paul hits us with some knowledge 
that takes this idea of the incarnation to a whole 
new level in the life of the believer… 
 
“To them GOD willed to make known what are 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.”   
 
Paul also writes in 2 Corinthians 13:5… 
 
Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you? 
 
This is the incarnational reality.  Paul teaches 
us that JESUS (GOD IN FLESH) indwells every 
believer – CHRIST IS IN YOU.  When we say that 
all ministry is incarnational, we are saying that all 
ministry is the expression of JESUS living through 
the individual believer.  It is CHRIST IN YOU 
ministering to those around you. 
 



This is both freeing and terrifying.  It is freeing in that 
so many leaders look at the success of others and try 
to duplicate that success by imitation.  We go to 
conferences trying to learn the latest techniques and 
kill ourselves trying to implement them.  It can be a 
pressure filled prison of unrealized expectation.  Or 
worse, it can work and we become enamored with our 
own success, thinking promotion comes from our 
cleverness.  I’ve watched leaders trapped by their 
self-made success.  I’ve also watched them crumble 
under the pressure of trying to make it work.   
 
The truth is that GOD does not ANOINT us being 
someone else.  GOD doesn’t ANOINT me imitating 
someone else’s style of ministry.  GOD uniquely gifts 
and ANOINTS you and I for the tasks that He asks 
us to do.  So, be who GOD made you to be.   
 
Play the music you love to play, pray the way you love 
to pray, serve the way you love to serve.  But also be 
prepared to discover that what you love to do may not 
be rooted in His love.  It might be rooted in your 
desire to be something you’re not and He may take 
you to task in order that His image might be reflected 
unhindered in your life and ministry. 



A.D.D. MOMENT 
 
What in the world is THE ANOINTING? 
 

Does this mean I need to go out and get a comb over 

hairdo and start talking fast without taking a breath?  

No… unfortunately “the anointing” has become a 

Pentecostal buzzword.  But all that to one side, there 

is a biblical reality to being “anointed” to serve. 

 

In the OT (Old Testament) GOD would send a 

prophet to ANOINT a KING for service.  The 

anointing represented the HOLY SPIRIT 

empowering the individual with power from on high.  

In the NT (New Testament) it’s the same concept 

only you don’t have to have someone pour oil all over 

your shaved head and goatee. 



Back to the topic… 
 
This is terrifying in that we realize that if we don’t obey 
then the expression of CHRIST through us is lost.  
He doesn’t give YOUR place to another.  It remains 
undone because no one else can do what we can do 
as empowered vessels in the hand of GOD.  GOD 
may give the assignment to another as in the case of 
Saul and David, but that reflects on Saul’s 
disobedience to GOD.  David did not replace Saul.  
David had his own assignment from God that was 
completely separate from Saul. 
 
This means no one can steal your ministry or 
influence.  GOD gives and takes away, but you can 
also forfeit your place at the table.  This means you 
can hold no grudge when you feel held back.  This 
means you can’t be bitter because you lost your 
position.  You have to come face to face with GOD.  
Is He testing your faithfulness when given a better 
opportunity?  Is He testing your obedience during 
hard times?  Is He testing your sense of calling when 
it’s taken away?  When we say the LORD told me to 
do this or that, are we making it up?  Is your GOD 
schizophrenic or unchanging? 
 



Wherever you are in your development as a follower 
of JESUS, it is important to remember the central 
theme of worship.  We love HIM because HE first 
loved us.  Our service, our creativity, our passion is 
simply the response to the price that HE paid when 
HE died on the cross for our sins.  We SING 
because we’ve been liberated from death and have 
been given a new life of hope and joy.  So let us 
SERVE with gladness and thanksgiving the ONE 
who has redeemed us for HIMSELF. 
 


